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Eighteen years of Corvette has taughtus alot.

You've changed. We've changed.
Gradually. Over the years. We've changed Corvette when and where we could to satisly
the high expectations of our owners. (In fact, you'll see in this catalog the changes we've made in
Corvette over the past 18 yvears.)
However, one thing has never changed : when you buy-a Corvette, you buy a lot more
than a car.
You buy an image. }
A car that looks all hood and wheels. A car that's eager for the open road. A car with no
compromises like jump seats for the kiddies. A car that says, “1 believe in engines and gears and
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the feel of the road.”” A car whose form follows its function.
You buy a pacesetter. A representation of what could come in automotive design.
From the very beginning, Corvelte pioneered. It hasn't stopped. When Chevrolet introduces
something new — from disc brakes to bucket seats—it usually debuts on Corvette.
You buy an environment. It's an automaobile, sure, but you'll find yoursel(
Enowing more aboul it than anything vou've ever driven, IL's got gauges galore for
the ultimate in feedhack.
Buy any other sports car and all you get is today's car. Buy a Corvelte and you get
a prece of tomorrow.

Meny of the fems pictured on these ears are arailable Opifons avd {.mhﬂrﬁ?ﬂwﬂ
For o complele isting, see vonr dealer.




[953-55 Where it all began. Corvette’s original chassis, an X-braced box girder frame, was
purely conventional. But Corvette's body wasn't. Molded of fiberglass-reinforced plastic and
sporting an engine with triple side-dralt carburetors under the hood, it showed that Corvette, in
itz very first year, was going to set the pace on innovation. In the gallery of vintage Corvettes

to follow, you'll see the inflluence of Corvette on other high-performance cars, especially
Corvette's relatives in Chevy's Sports Department.




1971 Corvette: Below decks.
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1956-57 During this period, Corvette began to build its now legendary I'-E.']Jll'r.dllﬂrl for .
performance. The Blue Flame Six was dropped in '55 in favor of a 265-cu.-in. V8, hoosted to §
283 cubic inches by '57. Factory engine modifications during "56 included a dual-quad mamfﬂﬁ i
while '57 saw fuel injection. Two other innovations in '57 were Positraction, offering better
grip in the slip, and a fully synchronized 4-speed. Today, these two features are standard on
Corvette. And you can order them on almost any car in Chevrolet's Sports Department.
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1958-62 Corvette's stylists really began to show their stuff during this period. The *58 "Vette |
was the first designed with dual headlights. In the cockpit, the horizontal gauge arrangement
was replaced by a control panf:l which put all of the running instruments directly in front of the
driver. And'a center console was built in between driver and passenger. This feature, along
with Corvette's original bucket seats and floor shift, started a trend that has made these |tems
regulars on performance cars.
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1963-67 The first Stingray came in '63. The [resh new look of its fastback coupe started the
fasthack trend. Also new were disappearing headlights. Underneath, there was news, too—
with the improved handling characteristics of an independent rear suspension. By '65, 4-wheel
discs were standard and a prized option became the famed “porcupine head’” Turbo-Jet
396-cu.-in. V8. This is basically the same engine yvou can now order in the Camaro S5—another

entry from Chevy's Sports Department.
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panels. Everything tucks away but the landing gear.

We call the 1571 Corvebte
“Boly Beautiful.' Bat
il's alsa an application of
pare -:I.ﬁ'l_qn—l'hn mnst
extensivedy perodymamically
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Every facel of ita design,
Iream the fromt and rearc
spoadlers fo the fAush-fitting
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wind-tunncl tested ond
refined,
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hardtop, )
And while we're speaking
about colors, have you
seen our 1w fireemiEt bues
for 19712 Deep, lastreus
finishes applied in a way Lo

make the paing bopl
exeeedinply rlch With tiny
flecks of metalkic color that
highlight mnate Carvelte
heauty, You can choos:
firemist colors in Ontarko
Orange, Steel Citics Gray
or War Bamnet Yellow,
The big thangs we
haven't changed. Like
Gm'{q-:m'f. siyling- We've
continutd those husky=
leoking larger parking
liphits. The procisfon-cast
prille. Evitte the chroamed
louvers and atainless steel
body &1l moldings, the
n:'crmjguln;' _f:l|_:'|'|_.'|.1|=l :|:-|'.£I:L"|5
and high visibility taillights,

Chevrodet Corvette Stingray Coupe with rof sections removed.

Thio bodly shape stavs
the same. We like it that
way, aptl yoo'll ke the
feriler flares that kesp
stonck from pecking away
at the paint. Standard tires
are Fd x 15 wide ovals
mounted o &-wide
wheelt. Yoo pel the hest
iraction, handling amd tire
milage chamactenstics
ever offered for Corvette.
If %'r:-u like, opt for cither
white lettering or white
Eiripu=.




The whole is the sum of'its parts. And more.

Corvette owners are highly individualistic— they have their own preferences in the areas of
performance and convermence. With this demanding audience, we've been kept busy coming up
with options and standard features that'll help make your Corvette your own personal
expression of everything a sports car should be.
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